




TOM CRIB’S MEMORIAL. 

TO 

CONGRESS. 



LONDON.- 

l*Uf.\T4l1> ISY THOMAS HAVfSON. WIIITI:.l Ut AIlS, 



TOM CRISIS MEHORIAX 

TQ 

CONGRE-SS. 


WITH 

VOTIOS, AND APPENDIX. 


BY ONE OF TUB F.\NCY 


AaX’ otii HYKTIKHS HAEON METEXEIK rn; TrXar^iH; rrti- 
"XTy)iJ.n t: Jtat s(ji7TiifUi H nOAEMlKH2; Kyu;, j 9 »i. — pLATO dc Jirp 
J.ih. 1 . 

“ If any man doubt tho significancy of the language, wo refiu 
him io the third volume of Reports, set forth by the learned in the 
Laws of Canting, and published in this tongue.” — B en Jonson. 


LONDON : 

PRINTED FOR LONGMAN, IIURST, RKKS, ORMK, 
AND BROWN, PATERNOSTER- ROW. 


1819. 




PREFACE. 


THE Public ha\e already been informed, througlu 
the medium of the daily prints, that, among the 
distinguished visitors to the Congress lately held 
at Aix4a-Cha])clle, were Mr. Bob Geegson, Mr. 
Glorof Cooper, and a few more illustrious bre-^ 
llircn of The Fancy. It had been resolved at a 
Grand Meeting ol the Pugihstic Fratcimity, that, 
as all the mtlJwff Powers of Europe were about 
to assemble, personally or by deputy, at Aix-la- 
Chapelle, it was but right that TheFancy^ should 
ha\ e its representatives there as well as the rest, 
and the^'C gentlemen were according!}^ ^elected for 

b 
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high and honourable office* A description 
ipi this Meetings ol" the speeches spoken, the re- 
solutionS) &C. &c. has been given in a letter wiitten 
by Otife of the most eminent of tlie profession, 
will be found in the Appendix, No. I 
Hr, Ceib's Memorial, which now for the first time 
(imeets the public eye, was drawn up for the pur- 
pose of being transmitted by the»e gentlemen to 
iCopgress ; and, as it could not possibly be in 
better hands for the enforcement of every point 
e«mneoted with the subject, there is» every reason 
to hope that it has made a suitable impression 
Upon that body. 

The favour into which this branch of Gymnas- 
tics, called Pugilism, (from the Greek, as the 
Author of Boxiana learnedly obse^^es) lias risen 
with the Pyblic of late years, and the long season 
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t>f tranquillity which we ere now tMf' 

new Millenarians of the Holy League 
us to look forward with k»me degree of 
ness to an order of things, like that which 
and Tom CitiB have described, (the 



the motto prefixed to this work, and the 
tlie interesting Memorial that follows), Wh^ 
Milling shall succeed to 
The Fancy will be tlie sole arbitress of th^ 



disputes of mankind. From a wish to 
e very possible light on the history of ah 
wliich is destined ere long to ha^l||ji||lich infldohi^ 
upon the affairs of the world, I liave, for sohth ' 
time past, been employed in a voluminous and 
elaborate work, entitled ‘‘ A Parallel between 
Ancient and Modern Pugilism,’* which is no# ii| 
a state of considerable forwardness, and ; #hid^^ 
I hope to have ready for delivery to isubscribera 

b3 
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on the morning of the approaching fight between 
Randall and Martin/ Had the elegant author ol* 
jBoxiana extended his inquiries to the ancient 
state of the art, I should not have presumed tt> 
interfere with a historian so competent. But, as 
his researclies into antiquity have gone no farther 
1.han the valuable specimen of erudition which 
I have given above, I feel the less hesitation 

iiovos decerperc flort's, 

. Insignemque nico capiii pclerc iude coronam. 

Unde prius nulli vclariut leiupora 

Lucret, Lib. 4. v. ‘J. 

The variety|jf studies necessary for such a task, 
and the multiplicity of references which it re- 
quires, as well to the living as the dead, can only 
be fully appreciated by him who lias had the 

f To wander tlirough The Fancy’s bowers. 

To gailier new, uiUicard-of floHiers, 

And wrcalhe such garlands for my brow, 

At Poet never wreathed till now ! 
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patience to perform it. Alternately studying in 
the Museum and the Fives Court — passing from 
the Academy of Plato to that of Mr. Jackson— 
now indulging in Attic flashes with Aristophanes, 
and now studying Flash in the Attics of Coch 
Court ^ — between so many and such various 
associations has my mind been » divided durinff 
the task, that sometimes, in my bewilderment, 
I have confounded Ancients and Moderns to- 
gether, — mistaken the Greek of St. Giles’s for tJiat 
of Athens, and have even found myself tracing 
Pill Gibbons and his Bull in the taurum tibi^ 
pulchcr Apolld^ of Virgil. My printer, too, has 
been affected with similar hallucinations. The 
MIL Glorias, of Plautus he converted, the other 

•The residenceof¥hcNonpareil, Jack Randall, —"where, the day 
after his last great victory, he held a levee, which was attended, 
of course, by all the leading characters of St. Giles's. 
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day, into a Glorious Mill; and more than oiicc^ 
vlien I have referred to Tom, prim, or Tom, 
quart he has substituted Tom Crib and l^oni 
Oliver in their places. Notwithstanding all this, 
the woric will be found, 1 trust, tolerably correct ; 
and as an Analysis of its opening Chapters may 
upt only gratify the impatience of the Fanciful 
World, but save my future reviewers some troubk*, 
it is here given as succinctly as possible, 

Cl^p. 1. contains some account of the ancient 
inventors of pugilism, Eplms and Amycus. — The 
early exploit of the former, in milling his twin- 
brother, in ventre matrisy and so getting before 
him into the world, as related by Eustathius on 
the authority of Lycophron. — Amycus, a Royal 
Amiateur of the Fancy, who challenged to the 
^creckh all Strangers that landed on his shore,— 
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The Combat between him and Pollux, (wlio, to 
use the classic phrase, served him ouf)^ as de- 
scribed by Theocritus,* ** Apollonius Rhodius,^ 
and Valerius Flaccus.^ — Respective merits of 
tliesc three descriptions. — Theocritus by far the 
best ; and altogether, perhaps, die most scientific 
account of a Boxing-match in all antiquity 
A]X)IIonius ought to have done better, with such 
a model before him ; but, evidently not up to the 
thing (whatever Scaliger may say), and his similes 
all Valerius Flaccus, the first Latin Epic 

Poet after Virgil, has done ample justice to this 


*Icl3l. 22. 
t Argonaut. lib. 2. 

X Lib. 4. 

J Except one, fitivvvo; owj which is goo<!, and which Fawkea^ 
therefore, has omiued. The following couplet from his translat'^oti 
is, however, /uMcj/W enough i— 

** So from their batter'd cheeks loud echoes sprang, 

Tiieir dash’d teeth crackled, and their jaw*bpncs rong.^’ 



the Jeiniiif Jucers,^ and ribbers^ all dc- 
smbod most spiritedly. 

Chap, % proves that the Pancratium of the 
ancients, as combining boxing and wrestling, was 
the branch of their G3rmnastics that most re^ 
sembled our modern Pugilism ; crossJ)uttovkhig 
(or what the Greeks called being as 

indispensable an ingredient, as nohbingy floorings 
kc, &c.— Their ideas of a sia?id^up Jight \cry 

Emicat liic, dextramque parat, deitramqiie mlnatur 
Tyndarides ; redit hue oculis & pondcrc Bebryx 
Sic ratus : ille auteni celeri rapit ora smistrd. 

Db 4. V. 290. 

We have here a feint and a facer together. The manner in winch 
Valerius Flaccus describes the multitude of 6/arA guards that 
usually assemble on such occasions^ is highly poetical and pic- 
turesque ; he supposes them to be Shades from Tartarus.- 7 * 

' Et pater orantes caesorum Tartarus umbras 
Nube cavd tandem ad meritse spectacula pugn^ 

Emitlit; sgmmi nigrescunt culmina montis. v« 268. 
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similar to our own, as apjiears from the rb 
aXAijXa; OP0O2TAAHN of Lucism^^— JPvftVjpr^i ; 

Chap. 3. examines the ancient terms of the 
Fancy, as given by Pollux {Ononnast. 

Lib. 3.) and others; and compares them with 
the modern.— For example, ayp^€;y, to throttle^ 
Xvyi^ety, evidently the origin of our word to 
ayyivii^stv, to anchor a fellow, (see Grose’s Ch^ed: 
Dictionary, for the word ancfior)^-^Spara'siv (perf. 
pass. fc^fayjUrai), from which is derived to drag; 
and whence, also, a flash etymologist might con- 
trive to derive ff a/xa, dramas Thespis having first 
performed in a drag.* This chapter will be 
found highly curious ; and distinguished, I flatter 
myself, by much of that acuteness, which enabl^l 
a late Ulustrioifs Professor to discover that our 


♦ The Flash term for a cart. 
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English Son of a Gun"’ was nothing more than 
the Uixtf ruyijf (Dor.) of the Greeks. 

CViap. 4. enumerates the many celebrated 
Boxers of antiquity. — ^Eryx, (grandson of tlie 
Amycus already mentioned), whom Hercules is 
Said to have finished in style. — Phrynon, the 

c 

Athenian General, and Autolycus, of whom, Pau- 
sanios tells us, there was a statue in the Prv- 
taneum — The celebrated Pugilist, who, at the 
very moment he was expiring, had game enough 
to make his adversary give in ; which interesting 
circumstance forms the subject of one of the Pic- 
tures of Philostratus, Icon. Lib. 2, Imag. 6.— and 
above all, that renowned Son of the Fancy, Me- 
lancomas, the favourite of the Emperor Titus, in 
whose praise Dio Chrysostomus iias left us twin 
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elaborate orations. ♦ — Tlie peculiarities of this 
boxer discussed— his power of standing with his 
arms extended, for two whole days, without any 
rest, {hvahs ijv, says Dio, KXt 8uo f^eyeiv 

dvocreliiKajs rar xai bk av eiSev ehtg v^bvIx 

xulov If} xm7fxv(rx[x,6you wcnrej sicoixa^t, OraU 28.), by 
which means he wore out liis adversary’s botkm^ 
and conquered witliout either giving or taMng, 
This bloodless system of millings which trusted 
for victory to patience alone, has afforded to the 
orator^ Themistius, a happy illustration of the 
peaceful conquests which he attributes to the 
Emperor Valcns. f 

* The following words, in which Dio so decidedly prefers the 
art of the Boxer to that of the Soldier, would perhaps have been a 
dill more significant motto to Mr. Crib’s Memorial than that which 
I havO' chosen from Plato. Kon It tyvtyt tars Tnf it tw? 

«gfTn; irjoj^tvw. 

t Hr TVjf ITTI TWV TTroyoVlCV 9WV VfXtltfWV VUy.h; 9fi^y%0fX»S ► 

Wfm etbiM ivh^ ou^tvn ^win/}i r’u/i7cs;^^t valetfu;, fMpi 
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Chap. 5. notices some curious points of simi- 

c 

larity between the ancient and modern Fancy— 
Thus, Theocritus, in his Milling-match, calls 
Amycus a glutton^ which is well known to be 
the classical phrase at Moulsey-Hurst, for one 
who, like Amycus, takes a deal of punishment 
before he is satisfied. 

i 

nn»f yeto Ato; viog AAKOAFON xadfiXtv* 

In the same Idyl the poet describes the Bebrycian 
hero as peivujy, drunk with blows,” 

which is precisely the language of our Fancy 
bulletins; for example, ‘‘ Turner appeared as if 
drunk, and made a heavy lolloping hit,” &c. &c. * 
— The resemblance in the manner of fighting still 
more striking and important. Thus we find 


•tn ^ao-n xcfi Tti TWV nmletffn 7r«v7»; KirWtvaii rt/; av7*V<tX»f. 

THEMIST. Orat. t/rtpi Eipt/Vfjg, 

♦ Weekly Dispatch. 



xvu 


Chib's favourite system of milling on the retreat^ 
which he practised so successfully in his combats 
with Gregson and Molyneux, adopted by Alcida- 
mus, the Spartan, in the battle between him and 
Caj^aneus, so minutely and vividly described by 
Statius, Thchaidj Lih. 6. 

sed non, tamcti, inmiemoi* urth, 

Adversus ftigit, et fugitn^ tamcn ictibus ohstat. • 

And it will be only necessary to compare together 
two extracts from Boxiana and the Bard of Syra- 
cuse, to see how similar in their manceuvres have 
been the millers of all ages — “ 'I he Man of 
Colour, to prevent being Jibbed^ grasped tight 
hold of Carter^'s hand^f — (Account of the Fight 
between Robinson, the Black, and Carter), which, 

♦ Yet, not unmindful of liis art, lie hies, 

But turns his face, and combats as he dies. 

* Leuii. 

t A manoeuvre, generally called Tom Owen*s stop* 
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(translating “ the Lily-white,’’ *) is al- 

most word for word with the following : 

HTflt iyi T* XtXaio^tyof jutya ipyov 

Xxatn |m,iv exainv noXuicuxio; fXXajSi X'*P'** 

Theocrii. 

CJiap. 6. proves, from the Jairing-match and 
Set~to between Ulysses and the Bef^gar in the 

I' 

]8th Book of tlie Odyssey, that the ancients 
(notwithstanding their ^koha fiax^ytwvt or Laws 
of Combatants, which, Artemidorus says in his 
chap* 33. ^epi Movofta;^. extended to pugilism a> 
well as other kinds of combats) did not properly 
uuderstand^ir play ; as Ulysses is here obliged 
to require an oatli from the standers-by, that they 
will not deal him a sly hiocJc, while he is ckaning 
out the mumper-^ 

M»j etc it Igw v;n fipuiY i/M 

UX»»{*i «.W0 »aXwv, 7ith it f*e Sapafffftt, 

^ The rUJi tCrra for s nogrp ; and also for a chimnej sweeper. 
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Chap. 7. describes the Cstus, and shows that 
the Greeks, for mere exercise or sparrvug^ made 
use of muffles or gloves as we do, which they 
called tripoLtpat- This appears particularly from a 
})assage in Plato, de Leg. Lib. 8, where, speaking 
of training^'ho says, it is only by frequent use of 
the gloves that a knowledge of stopping and i 
Jutting can be miquired. I'he whole passage is 
curious, as proving tliat the Divine Plato was 
not altogether a mvke in the Fancy 
Kai w; Byyvlala t’ou opo/a, aylt J#AIPA2 av 

• Another philosopher, Seneca, has sliewn Iiimself equally fiw,h 
on the subject, and, in his 13th Epistle, lays it down as an axiom, 
that no pugilist can be considered worth any thing, till he has had 
his peepers taken measure of for a suit of mournio^f or, in common , 
language, has received a pair of black e^es. The whole passage 
is edifying : — Non potest athleta luagnos spiritus ad certamen 
udferre, qui uunquain sv^llatus est, llle qui vldit sangulneni suum, 
cujusdentes crepueronlsub pugno,illc quisupplantalusadversariuni 
toto tulit coi;pore, nec projecit aiiimum pfojectus, qui quotics ceridit 
cuntumacior rcsurrexit, cum mngna spe descendit ajjl pugnam/;* . , 
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ffBpti^8[i.s6x9 ilfws cil nAHFAI kxI m TAN It AHPAN 
£TAAB£ 1 AI sit ivvalov 

Those muffles were called by the Komans mccidi^ 
as wO find from IVcbelliusl^ollio, \^ho in describing 
a Iriamph of Gallienus, mentions the “ Pugiles 
sacculis non veritate pugilaiites/’ 

8, adverts to the pugilistic exliibitionn 
of thfe Spartan ladies, which Propertius has thus 
commemorated — 

^ PulveruUntaque ad extromob stat fccmina inetdi), 

£t patitur duro vulneia pdncrAtiu \ 

Nuuc ligat ad c^Bstutn gaudcatia brachid loris, Ac. Ac. 

Lib. 3 . hi, 14 . 

and to prove that the moderns are not behind- 
hand with the ancients in this respect, dtes the 
following instance recorded in Bojdana.— “ George 
Madox, in this battle, was seconded by his sister, 
Gface, wliQ, upon its conclusion, tossed up her hat in 



defiance, and ofFel*ed to fight any man prescnr— 
also the memorable challenge, ^vcti in the same 
work (V. i, p. 300.), which passed between ifrs. 
Elizabeth Wilkinson of Clerkenwell, and Miss 
Hannah Ilyfield of Newgate-Market— another 
proof that the English may boast many a dolcq 
guorriera’’ as well as the Greeks. 

Chap. 9- contains Accounts of all the celebrated 
ScUtos of antiquity, translated from the works erf 
the different authors that have described them,--^ 
\iz. the famous Argonautic Battle, as detailed by 
the three poets mentioned in chap. 1.— the Fight 
between Epeus and Euryalus, in the 33d Book 
of the Iliad, and between Ulysses and Irus in the 
J8th Book of theOdyssey-*-the Combat of Dares 
and Entcllus in«the 5th uEneid, — of Capancus 
and Alcidamus, already refenSed to, in Statius, 
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and of Achelous and Hercules in the 9th Book 
of the Metamorphoses ; — though this last is rathe* 
a wrestling-bout tlian a resembling that 

Iietwecn Hercules ^ and Antaeus in the 4th B(K)k 
of Lucan. The reader who is anxious to know 
how I liave succeeded in this part of mj task, 
will find, as a specimen, my translation from 
Virgil in the Appendix to tile present work, 
No. 2. 


CAop* 10. considers the various arguments, foi 

• Ihongh wrestling was evidently the favourite sport of Hci- 
rulcs,we find him, in the A]LC8tes,just returned from a Bnasmg- 
match , and iti» a eurlous proof of the superior consideration in 
w hicU these arts were heid^ that for the lighter exercises, he te lis 
us, horses alone were the reward, while to conquerors in the highc i 
gatnes of pugilism and wrestling, whole herds of cattle (with some- 
times a young lady into the bargain) were given as prizes. 

TOtert dW Ttt 

T^ixwerit ^vyfxny xai uo-Xw# 

ri/vn i'tir' kiri r\ £unp. 
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and against Pugilism, advanced by writers ancient 

f 

and modern. — A strange instance of either igno^ 
ranee or wilful falsehood in Lucian, who, in his 
Anacharsis, has represented Solon as one of the 
warmest advocates for Pugilism, whereas we know 
from Diogenes Laertius that that legislator took 
every possible pains to discourage and suppress , 
it — ^Alexander tlie Gteat, too, tasteless enough to 
prohibit the Fancy, (Plutarch in Galen 
in many parts of his works, but particularly m the 
Hortat. ad. Art condemns the practice as ener* 
vadng and pernicious.* — On the otlier side, the 
testimonies in its favour, numerous.-* r-The greater 


* It was remarked by the ancient physicians, that lucil who 
wcie in the habit of boxing and wrestling became remarkaWytean 
and slender from tlie loins downward, while the upper p^ti^ of 
their frame acquired^prodigioos size and strength. I conid name 
some pugilists of the present day, whose pers(nis seem to warrant 
the truth of thb observation* 
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number of Pindar’s Nemean Odes written in 

r 

praise of pugilistic champions; — and Isocrates, 
though he represents Alcibiades as despising the 
art, yet acknowledges that its professors were 
held in high estimation through Greece, and that 
those cities, where victorious pugilists were born, 

• became illustrious from that circumstance; * just 
as Bristol has been rendered immortal by the 
production of such heroes as Tom Crib, Harry 
Harmer, Big Ben, Dutch Sam, &c. &c.— -Aminia- 
nus Marcellinus tells us how much that religious 
and pugnaciousEmperor, Constantins, delighted in 
the SeUto^y ‘^pugilumf vicissim se concidentium 

* rtff etBXrilac mi rag •itoXiig yiyr9fAsyct^ rwv 

vtxwVlwy. Isocrat. tou z»vyow;. — An oration written by Iso- 
crates for the son of Akibiades. 

t that the historian expr%9sly says ‘‘pugilum/' 

Lipsiusis 80 anxious to press this circumstance into his Account of 
Ancient GMi»tots, thitt he insnsts such an edfusion of clam 
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pcrfusorUinque sanguine.” — To these are added 
still more flattering testimonies ; such as that of 
Isidorus, who calls Pugilism virtus,” as if par 
excellence ; * and the yet more enthusiastic tribute 
with whicli Eustathius reproaches the Pagans^ 
of having enrolled their Boxers in the number of 
the Gods. — In short, the whole chapter is full ol‘ 
erudition and vs ) ; — from Xycophron (whose very 
name smacks of pugilism) down to Boxiana and 
the Weekly Despatch, not an author on the 
subject is omitted* 

So much for my Parallel between Ancient 
and Modern Pugilism.” And now, with respect 
to that peculiar language, called Flash or St. 

could oil) j have taken place in the gladiatorial combat;* Put Lip- 
sius never waa at ?loul$ejr Hurst* See hil Satumal* Serihon. 
Lib, 1* cap, 

* Origin. Ub* 18. c. 18. 
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Giles's Greeks in which Mr. Crib’s Memorial 
and the other articles in the present volume are 
written, I beg to trouble the reader with a few 
observations. As this expressive language was 
originally invented, and is still used, like the 
cipher of the diplomatists, for pui’poses of secrecy, 
and as a means of eluding the vigilance of a cer- 
tain class of persons, called, Traps^ or in 

common language, Bow-street-OfFicers, it is subject 
of itX)UrBe to continual change, and is perpetually 
dtlier altering the meaning of old words, or add- 
ing new ones, according as the great object, 
secrecy, renders it prudent to have recourse to 
stich innovations. In this respect, also, it re- 
sables the cryptography of kings and ambassa- 
dor% who by a continual change of Kpher con- # 
trive to bafije the inquisitiveness of tlie enemy, 
But> notwithstanding the Protean nature of the 
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Flash or Cant language, the greater part of its 
vocabulary has remained unchanged for centuries, 
and many of the words used by the Canting 
Beggars in Beaumont and Fletcher, * and the 
Gipsies in Ben Jonson’s Masque, -f* are still to 
be heard among the CMtiostics of Dyot-street and 
Tothill-ficlds. To prig is still to steal ; | to Jib^ 
to beat ; fowr, money ; dud»^ clothes ; § pr0ncers^ 


* In their amusing comedy of “ The Beggar’s Bush.” 

t Hie Masque of the Gipsies Metamorphosed — The Gipsy lan- 
guage, indeed j with the exception of such terms as relate to thcair 
own peculiar customs, differs but little from the regular Flash ; as 
may be seen by consulting the Vocabulary, subjoined to ihe life of 
Bamfylde-Moor Carew. 

% $ec the third Chapter, 1st Book of the History of Jonathitt 
Wild, for an undeniable testimony of the great ahtiquity of 

§ Ah apgler for duds is thus described by Dekkcr. § ** He car- 
ries a short staff In his hand, wliich is called a filch, having in the 
waft or head pf it a /cry« (that is to say a hole) into which, upon 

any piece of service, when he goes a filchingf he puttetb a liooke 
of iron, with which hooke he angles at a window ir^ the dead 4>f 
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horses; bouzing-'ken^ an alehouse; cove, a fellow; 
a sow's baby, a pig, &c. &c. There are also 
several instances of the same term, preserved witli 
a totally different signification. Thus, to mill, 
which was originally to rob,’’ * is now to beat 
or fight;” and the word rum, which in Ben Jon* 
son’s time, and even so late as Grose, memi fine 
and good, is now generally used for the very 
opposite qualities ; as, he’s but a rum one,’' Sec. 
Most of the Cant phrases in Head’s English 
Rogue, which was published, I believe, in 1666, 
would be intelligible to a GreeJc of the present 
day; though it must be confessed that the Songs 
which both he and Dekker have given would 

night for shirts, smockes, or any other Jinen or woollen.” En- 
glish Villanies. 

Can they cant or mill? are they ulsters in their art?** — 
Ben Jonson. To miU, however, sometimes signified ** to kiU.” 
ThuS| to milUci cheat, i» e. to kill a sheep. 
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puzzle even that “ Graiae gentis decus,” Caleb 
Baldwin, himself. For instance, one of the 
simiJcst begins, 

Bing out, bicn Morts, and toure and toure, 

Bing out, bien Morts, and toure ; 

For all your duds are bing’d awast ; 

The bien Cove hath the loure. 

To the cultivation, in our times, of the science 
of Pugilism, the Flash Language is indebted for a 
considerable addition to its treasures. Indeed, 
so impossible is it to describe the operations of 
The Fancy without words of proportionate 
energy to do justice to the subject, that we find 
Pope and Cowper, in tlieir translation of the SeUto 
In the Iliad, pressing words into the service which 
had seldom, I think, if ever, been enlisted into 
the ranks of poetry before. Thus Pope, 

Secure this hancf shall his whole frame confound, , 

3fas^ all his bones and all his body fomi* . 
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Co^vper, in the same manner, translates >co\J/e h 

Kapr^toVi pasli'dhitn on the cheek and, 

in describing the wrestling-match, makes use of 
a term^ now more properly applied to a peculiar 
kind of blow,* of which Mendoza is supposed to 
have been the inventor. 

Then his wiles 

Fcrgat not he, but on the ham behind 
Chopp'd him. 

Before I conclude this Preface, which lias 
already I fear extended to an unconscionable 
length, I cannot help expressing my regret at the 
selection which Mr. Crib has made, of one of the 
Combatants introduced into the imaginary Sct4o 


*** A chopper is a blow, struck on the face with the hack of the 
hand. Mendoza claims the honour of its invention, but unjustly ; 
he certainly revived, and considerably improved it. It was prac- 
tised long before our time — Broughton occasionally used it ; and 
Slack, it also appears, struck the chopper in giving the return in 
many ofhb battles,”— Boxiana, v.2. p. 20, 
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that follows. That person has already been ex- 
hibited, perhaps, “ usque ad nauseam” before the 
Public ; and, without entering into the propriety of 
meddling with such a personage at all, it is certain 
tliat, as a mere matter of taste, he ou^t now to 
be let alone. AH that can be alleged for Mr. 
Cbib is — what Rabelais has said in defending the 
moral notions df another kind of cattle — he 
“ knows no better.” But for myself, in my edi- 
torial capacity, I take this opportunity of de- 
claring, that, as far as I am concerned, the per- 
son in question shall henceforward be safe and 
inviolate ; and, as the Covent-Garden Managers 
said, when they withdrew their much-hissed 
Elephant, this is positively the last time of his 
pppearing on the Stage. 




TOM CRIB’S MEMO 


TO 

CONGRESS 


ISIOST Holy, and High, and Legitimate squad, 

First SxaelU ^ of the world, since Boney's in quod^f 
Who have everything now, as Bdl Gibbons would say, 
“Like the bull in the china shop, all your ownway*'-^ 
Whatsoever employs your magnificent nolX^ 4. 
Whether diddling your subjects, and gutting their 
Jobs , — § 

\ 

* tsmell, a great man. 

f In pmoki* The dab *s in quod , tlie rogue is in piison. 

: Heads. 

$ Taking out the contents Thusgutltng a quart pot, (or iukifig 
out the lining of it) 1 c drinking it off, 

» 
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(While you hum the poor spoonies* with speeches, 
SO pretty, 

*liout Freedom, and Order, and — all my eye^ Betty) 
Whether praying, or dressing, or dancing the haysy 
i)vlappingyoviTCongO‘\ at Lord C-^stl-t-r — gh’s,--{ 
(While his Lordship, as usual, that very great dab% 
At the flowers of rhetoric, is flashing his gab I) ) 

Or holding State Dinners, to talk of the weather. 
And cut up your mutton and Europe together ! 
Whatever your gammon, whatever your talk, 

Oh deign, ye illustrious Cocks of the Walk, 

To attend for a moment,— and if the Fine Arts 
Of fibbing ^ and boring ^ be dear to your hearts 

t 

* Simpletons, alias Innocents, f Drinking your tea. 

I See the Appendix, No. 3. § An adept. 

II Showing off his talk.^Better expressed^ perhaps, by a kite 
wit. who, u}K>n being asked what was going on in the House of 
Commons, Answered , “ only Lord C., aii'ing^hu vocahulaaryy 

^ All tehns of the Fancy, and familiar to those who read the 
Transactionsof the Pugilistic Society. 
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ind, 

efin*d > 

i,- y 


If to level, ^ to punish,^ to ruffian^ mankind^ 

And to darken their daplightSy* be pleasures refin’ c 
(As they must be) for every Legitimate mind/ 

Oh listen to one^ ^vho> both able^nd willing 
To spread through creation the myst’ries of milling, 
(Andi as to whose politics, search the world round. 
Not a sturdier Pit-tite\ e’er liv’d— under ground) 
Has thought of •a plan, which— excuse his pre- 
sumption — 

He hereby submits to your Royal rumgumption,% 


It being now settled that emp Vors and kings, . 
Like kites made of foolscap^ are high-Jiping things^ 
To whose tails a few millions of subjects, or so. 
Have been tied in a string, to be whisk’d to and fro. 

J ust wherever it suits the said foolscap to go — 




* To close up their eyes — alias, to suw up their secs, 
t Tom received hisHrst education in a Coal Pit j from ^ hence 
he has been honoured with t2Te name of** the Black I^amond.** 

X Gwnption or Rumgumption, compreUendon, capacity* 

3 2 
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This being all settled^ and Freedom all gammon, 
And nought but your Honours worth wasting a 
d — n on ,• 

While snug and secure you may now run your rigS3 \ 
Without fear that old Boney will bother your 
Afi your Honours, too, bless you! though all of a 
, irade^ 

Yet agreeing like nev) ones, have ktely been made 
Special constables o’er us, for keeping the peace, — 
Let us hope now that wars and rumhustions will cease; 
That soldiers and guns, like ‘‘ theDev’l and his works,” 
Will henceforward be left to Jews, Negers, and 
Turks ; 

Till Brom Bess i shall soon, like Miss TabithaFusty, 
For want of a spark to go qf ivitk, grow rusty, 

• Nonseme or humbug, 
f Play your tracks. 

J A soldier’s fire-lock 
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And lobsters'^ will lie such a drug upon hand. 

That our do-nothing Captains must all g^ijapann'dl f 
My ei/es^ how delightful ! — the rabble well gagged. 
The Sxvells in high feathery and old Boney logfdlX 


But, though wemusthopeforsuch good times as these. 
Yet as something may happen to kick up a breeze — 
Some quarrel, res jrv'd for your oy/vy private picking— 
Some .grudge, even now in your great gizzards 
sticking — 

(God knows about what— about inonej^, mayhap, 
Or the Papists, or Dutch, or tiiat Kid,% Master Nap.) 

• Soldiers, from the colour of tlieir clothes. To boil one’s loh- 
ster means for a churclinian to turn soldier; lobsters, which are of 
a bluish black, being made red by boiling.”— Giwc.. Butler’s jn» 
gentous simile will occur to the reader:— 

.When, like a lobster boiled, the Mom 
Prom black to red began to turn, 
t Ordained— i. e. become clergymen, 
t Transported. 

§ ChUd.o^Hence our useful word, kidnapper— to nah a kid 
being to steal a child, Indeed; we need Ibut recollcoithe many ex- 



6 


And> setting in case there should come such a rumpus ^ 
As some mode of settling the chat we must compass. 
With which the tag-rag* yi\1X have nothing to do— 
What think you, great Suoells, of a Royal Set-to? f 
A Ring and fsArJist^'work at Aix-la-Chapelle, 

Or at old Moulsey-Hurst, if you likes it as well — 
And that all may be Jair as to mndy mighty and 
science. 

Til ansixer to train the whole Holy Alliance ? 

Just think, please your Majesties, how you’d prefer it 
To mills such as Waterloo, where all the merit 
To vulgar, red-coated rapscallions must fall, 

Who have no Right Divine to have merit at all ! 


cellent and necessary words to which Johnson has affixed the stigma 
of'* cant term,” to be aware how considerably tlie English language 
has been enriched by the contributions of the Flash fraternity* 
The coinnmit people, the mobility, 

A boxing^iDatQh. 
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How much more select your own^quiet Set-tos /— 
And how vastly genteeler Hwill sound in the news, 
{Kent* 8 WeeUy Dispatch^ that beats all others hollow 
For Fanc^ transactions) in terms such as follow : — 

ACCOUNT OF THE GRAND SET-TO BETWEEN LONG 
SANDY AND GEORGY THE PORPUS. 

Last Tuesday, at Moulsey, the Balance of Power 
Was settled by twelve TigJdisk Rounds, in an hour— 
The Buffers^ * both Boys of the Holj/ GroMw/,”— f 
Long Sandy, by name of the Bear much renown’d. 
And Georgy the Porpus, b. prime glutton reckon’d— 
Old thingummee Pottso f was Long Sandy^s second, 

^ Boxers-tJrish cant. 

f The hitch in the metre here was rendered necessary by tlic 
quotation, which is from a celebrated Fancy c/untt, ending, every 
verse, thus; — - 

For we are the Boys of the Holy Ground, 

And we’ll dance upon nothing, and turn us round ! 

It is almost necdlAs to add that the Holy Ground, or Land, is 
a welUknown region of St. Giles’s. 

t Tom means, I prcjraine, the celebrated diplomatist, Pozto di 



C — sTt—R— GH,— he, who 

liv^ 

At the sigu of the Ktrtg*s A?im a^Umbo, ami gives 
His mnll b6er about> with the air of a chap 
Who believed it himself a prodigious strong tap 

This being the first true Legitimate Match 
SioceToM took to these Smllstov the scratch. 

Every lover qf life, that had rhino to spare, 

From sly little Moses to B — n— o, was there. 

Never since the renown’d days of Brouohtont and 
Fiog ^ 

Was the fanciful World in such yery prime txing — f* 

And long before daylight^ gigs, rattlers f, and pradsi, 

AVere in motion for Moulsey, brimful of the Lads, 

Borgo.—The Irish used to claim the dancer Didelot as their counw 
tiyman, hisisung that the 0 had slipped^out of its right place, and 
that hj| M name irai Mr. O'Diddie. t)ntbe same principle they 
Vid, perhaps^ assert their right t6 M. Pozzop 
* The clilef launders of the modem adiool pugilism, 
t Bigh spirhs or condition. % Coaches.^ $ Homs« 



»: 

Jack Old Sit), mS tiitm, hfd oo«tt 

down 

On the evening before^ nnd put up at Tk$ 

Their old favourite sign^ where themselves ciml their 
brothers 

Get^rnJ* at cheap rate, though it Jieeces all othei> 
Nor matters it how we, plebeians, condemn, 

As The Crown *s flways sure of its license from them. 

'Twas diverting to See, as one ogled around, 

How Corinthians^ Jind Commoners mixed on the 
ground. 

Here IVf— ntk — sb and an Israelite met face to face, 
TheDuke,aplace-hunter, the Jew, fromDukfe’s Place ; 
While Nicky V— ns— t, not caring to roam, 
Gotoipong the xohite*bag*men,X andfeUquite at hm^* 

^ Victuals. t Men of rank^vjd^jf Sexmvte, 

^ J PicUpoekets* 
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Here stood in acorner,wellscrcen'dfroin the weather, 
Old Sid and the great Doctor Eady together. 

Both fatnM on the^alls — with a d — n, in addition, 
Prefix’d to the name of the former Physician, 

Here C— md— n, who never till now was suspected 
Of Fanciji or ought that is therewith connected, 

^ Got close to a dealer in donMes, who eyed him. 

Jack Scroggins remark’d, ‘^just*as if he’d have 
bujfd him 

While poor Bogy B — ck — gh — m well might look 
pale, 

As there stood a great Rat-catcher close to nis tail ! 

'Mong the vehicles, too, which were many and 
various. 

From natty barouche down to bu^y precarious^ 

We tviigg'd more than on^queerish sort of turn-out 
C— came in ujob, and then earner u aooui 
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On a showy, but hot and unsound, bit of bloody 
(For a leader once meant, but cast off, as no good) > 
Lookinground, to secure a snug place if he could J 
’hile Eld — k, long doubting between a grey nag 
white one to mount, took his stand in a drag* 

a quarter past ten, by Pat C — tl— a— gh’s 
tattler, -ji 

Crib came on the ground, in a four-in-hand rattler; 
For Tom, since he took to these Holy Allies, 
i .- as iijhtop a beau as all Bond Street supplies.) 

A^nd, v\\ set- ing the Champion, loud cries Of Fight, 

tight/’ 

Ring, ring,” “ Whip the Gemmen,” were heard 
left and right, 

• A cart or waggon, 

•f A watch. 
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But the kids, though impatient, were doomed to 
delay, ^ 

the Old P. C.* ropes (which are notv mark’d 

II. A.) t 

Being hack'd in theservice, it seems had giveaway j 
And as rope is an article much up in price 
Since the Bank took to hanging, the lads had to 
splice. 

At length, the two Swells, having entered the Ring 
To ihsitune the coxv died o/J called God save the 
King,'* 

Each threw up his castor 'mid general huzzas — 
And, if dressing would do, never yet, since the days 
When Humphries stood up to the Israelite’s thumps, 
Ingold'Spangl^d stockings and touch-me-not pMvaps, § 

* The ropes and stahea used at the prize fights, being the pro> 
perty of the pugilistic Club, are marked wii^ the initials P. C. 
t For “ Ainence.’* ' J Hat. / 

$ The fi»e manly form of Ifomphries was seen to* great ad* 
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Has there any thing eqnallM the faUIals and tricks 

» 

That bedizen’d old Georgy’s bang:~up tog and Mclcs!* 
Havingfirst shaken daddies^ (to show, Jacksoij said, 
It was pro bono Pimlico chiefly they bled) 
Both but, on laying his Dandy-belt by, 

Old Georgy ^ent Jloush, and his backers look’d a7/2/; 

vantage ; be had on a pair of fine flannel dra^ ers, while silk stock- 
ings, the clocks of whicAi were spangled with gold, and pumps tied 
with ribbon,” — (Account of the First Battle between Humphries and 
Mendoza.) — The epistle which Humphries wrote to a friend, cora- 
iiiimicating the result of this fight, is worthy of a Lacedaemonian.— 
** ^Sir, I have dont the Jew, and am‘ in good health. Rich. Hum- 
})hncs.” 

** Tog and Mch^ coat and breeches.— T»*g is one of the cartt w'ords, 
which Dekker cites, as ‘‘ retaining a certain salt and tasting of 
some wit and learning,’* being derived from the Latin, tvga, 
t Hands, 

I Mr. Jackson’s residence is in Pimlico. — This gentleman (as he 
well deserves to be called, from the corrretuess of his conduct and 
the peculiar urbanity of his* manners) forms that useful link ln.7 
tween the amateurs and the professors of pugilism, which, when 
bniken, it wili-bc difficult, if not wholly impossible, to replace, 

^ Stripped. * , ' ' , 
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For they saw, notwithstanding Crib's honest en- 
deavour 

To train doxon the crummy,* ’twas monstrous as ever ! 

Not so with Long Sandy— /jr/me meat every inch — 

Which, of course, made the Gnostics on t'other 
side flinch ; 

And Bob W — ls — n from Southwark, the gamcst 
chap there, , 

Was now heard to sing out, ‘*Ten to one on the Bear !'* 

First Round, Very cautious — the kiddies both 
sparred 

As shy of the scratch — while the Forpus kept guard 

O'er his beautiful mug,'X as if fearing to hazard 

One damaging touch in so dandy a mazzard. 

W’hich t'other observing in his One-Two 

Between Georgy's left ribs, with a knuckle so true,' 

^ Fttt. ' I Knowing ones, t Face, 

§,Two blows* succeeding each other rapidly. — ^Tlius (speaking of 

Randall) ‘*kis 6NE-TWO are put in with the sharpness of lighUiing.’* 



15 


That had his heart lain in the right place^ no doubt' 

But the Bear's double^knock would have rummag'd 
it out — 

As it toaSf Master Geokgy came souse with the whack. 

And there sprawl’d, like a turtle turn’d queer on its 
back. 

Second Round, Rather sprightly — the Bear, in 

Took a fancy to Jliri with the Porpus's wig ; 

And, had it been either a loose tye or bob^ 

He’d have clawed it clean off, but ’twas glued to his 
nob. 

So he tij)p*d him a settler they call “ a Spoil-Dandy” 

Full plump in the whisker. — High betting on Sandy, 

Third Round, Somewhat slack— Georgy tried to 
make play^ 

But his owii victualMng^qfice^ stood much in the way j 
• The stomach or paunch. 



WhU« Sa\dy*s long arrm^^h^ng enough for a douse 
All the way from Kamschatka to Johnny Croat’s 
House — 

Kept paddliNg about the poor Porpus^S 

Till they made him as hot and as crosB buns ! f 

Fourth Round. Georgy's backers look’d blank 
at the lad, 

When they saw what a rum knack of shJtingX he 
had— 

An old irich qfhisyouih^hxkt the Bear, up to 
Follow’d close on my gentleman, kneading his crum 
expertly as any Dead Man [j about town. 

All the way to the ropes-rwhere, as Guokgy went 
down, 

Maatlu f Dfot crosd buns. 

t mi M nomsaly t listom.’’— Box- 

De^ijnen fire called frbm ibe loa^cs fnlsUv 



Sa vi>y tidose dtf that kind, 

It is n’t the but the patzenf that^s sAdkek 


Fip^h Eound. GisotoY tried for his dUitmcr"^^ 
head — 

(The part of Sa\i>V, thit sqffesi, 'tis said ; 
And the chat is that Nap, when he had Mm in tow. 
Found his kfidided^^boid^ always the first thini:* to 

go)-^ , 

cliarged to their master’ll cuatomerst^Tbe following h firdsn an 
Account of th(S Battle fought by j^osWodhy^tb^l^lterf with lllart^n 
ihe Jew, 

First round. Nosworthy, on the alert, planted a tremendotta 
lut on Martin’s mouth, v^hich not only drawed forth a profusion of 
but he wedt dbwti.r^Lobd sbouddg fibftt fim IhdA 
Second round* Eosworlhy begjan to serve the Jew in utyie, 
and his hits told mon tretnendously. Martin ipade a good rtmtid 
of it, but fell rbth^r dMl^^ssed BM km ii6^ O^entfK liMr 
mouihs wid^. and bikikdi dli to ^ 

* T he head. 



18 


Neatmi7/i»g-thisRound— what mihclouts 6n the mh. 
Home hits in the bread-basiet,* clicks in the 
And plumps in the daylights^ J a prettier treat 
Between two Johnny Ram^ His not easy to meet. 


Sixth Round. Georgy’s friends in high flourisli, 
and hopes ^ 

Jack Eld— n, with others, came close to the ropes — 
And when Georgy, one time, got the head of the Bear 
InioChancery,\\ Eld— k sung out ^^keep him there;” 
But the cull broke away, as he would from Lob^s ^ 
pound, I 

And after a rum sort of rtiffianing Round > 

Like cronies they hugg*df and came smack to the I 
ground j J 

• The stomach, f The mouth. Jlhe eyes. $ Novices. 

J Getdog the head under the arm, fur the purpose of fibbing, 

^ A prison»"-Scc Dr, Grey’s explanation of thb phrase in hi% 
notes hpciv Hudihras. c 
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Poor Sandy the undermost^ smothered and Spread 
Like a German, tuck’d under his huge feather bed !* 
All pitied the patient^^rnii loud exclamations, 

“ My eyes!*' and my voigr apoke the general 
sensations — 

*Twas thought Sandy’s soul was squeezed out of his 
corpus, 

So heavy the crush*— Ttyo to one on the Porpus / 

Nota bene . — ’Twas curious to see all the pigeons 
Sent off by Jews, Flashmen, and other religions. 

To office, \ with all due dispatch, through the air. 
To the Bulk of the Alley the fate of the Bear-« 

* The Germans sleep between two beds 3 and it is rciiated thdt 
an Irish tiaveller, upon finding a feather bed thus laid over him, 
took it into hii head that the people slept in strata, one upon the 
other, and said to the attendant, will yoa be gnod ifinough to toU 
the gentleknan or lady, that U to lie over me, Vo make haste, as I 
want to go asleep^” 
t lo signify by lettei. 


C 3 * 
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(For in these Fanc^ times, ’tis your kils iti the mms 
Andyom choppers, and floorers, that govern theFunds) 
And Coii9ok>, which had lieen all day sAy enougit^-N 
When 'twias known in the Alley that Oid Blue I 
and Buff > 

Had been down on the Bear, rose at once^up to I 
sniff!* J 

yavENTH Round. Though hot^press*d, md as flat 
as a cnimpet, 

Lono Sandy show’d game again, scorning to rump it ; 
And, fixing his eye on the Porpus’s snout, f 
Which hfe knetv that Adonis felt peer^ t about, 

By a Jeint, truly elegant, tipp'd him a punch in 
The critical plscs,, wiuire he cupboards his luncheon , 
Whleh knock’d sBf ^ rieh Cnra^oa into 
^d dfs^hd hm like! a bag of o}d 

, * This^ phraiei deeibdng df various kibda, is ofluit rcn 

^ Sered more emplifttic by eoch Bp to sniff ^ 

Vp to sPsff, mi a jwefc ahm itp &c. &c, 

* $ ^ttspidou*. i ClotWs. ^ 
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There he luy, almost frummagcm\l * — every one said 
*T\vas all Dicky mth Gkorgy, his mug hung so dead : 
And’twas only by calling ^^your wife. Sir, your wife!’* 
(As a man would cry fire !”) they could start him 
to life. 

Up he rose in a funk,\ lapp'd a toothful of brandy. 

And to it mBxn^Any odds upon Sandy* 

• 

Eighth Round* Sandy work’d like a 
demoUsher: 

Bear as he is, yet his lick is oo polislhmi 
And, take him at ruffianing work, (though, in com- 
mon, he 

Hums about Peace and dll ibat^ like a DamlneX) 

♦ amksd. ^ 

t A lisrson.^Hras in thst truly olssdssl 't(iikigi the Gkriiteiliag 
of little Jo^: 

When lud neiaM 

Thenlbnne a^j^n pil^d It; 

A flatly oflighii^ WAS prepaitd 
^ everjf that lik’d it." 
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Sandy’s the boy, if once to it they fall, 

That will play tip old gooseberry soon with them all, 
ThisRotind wasbutshort— after humouring awhile, 
He proceeded to ser^oe an ejectment, in style, / 
Upon Georgy’s front grinders^, which damaged C 
his smile '' 

So completely, that bets ran a hundred to ten 
The Adonis would ne’er his^ivoryf again— 
And ’twas pretty to see him rolPd round with the 
shocki 

Like a cask of fresh blubber in old Greenland Dock! 

Ninth Round. One of Georgy’s bright ogles X 
was put 

On theianh'upicy list, with its shop- windows shut; 
While the other soon made quite ha tag-rag a show, 
All rimmed round with black, like the Courier in me / 


• Teeth. 


t Show hU teeth. 


t Eyes. 
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Much alarm was now seen 'mong ^he Israelite Kids^ 
And B — R — G,— the d&oiPs otvn boy for the quids^ ^ — 
Dispatch’d off a pigeon (the species, no doubt. 

That they call B — r — g*s 5toc^-dove) with word 
to sell out/’ 

From this to the finisb, ’twas vilf ddlejaddle^ 
PoorG E o R GY, at Is^t, could scarce hold uphis daddle^ 
With grinders dislodg’d, and with peepers both 
poaeVd, f 

’Twas not till theTenthRoundhisefore^:!: was hroach'dt 
As the cellarage lay so deep down in the fat, 

Like his old M— a’s pur^e, ’twas curs’d hard to 
get at. 

But ape/l in the sniMers% (too pretty to shun, 

If the lad even cotdd) set it going Uhjkns 
* Money. 

t French cant j Les |rcuK m beumt «oir.—See tbe Die** 

tionnairc Comlquc. 

t Blood, 


$ Die nose.* 



m 

Ai|4 thib beipg 4r8t ^aya!i/%firet )«t Sow, 

K Tp^ iooi ^b« H(^y ^lUiliicc ftt toftt, 

s tnovt, 

Jf0ia bene.-^A note was ivitiffik off to the Square 
iwt to hint of this awful phlebotomy there 
Bui whose wit at such things is exceeding,* 

Inclosing a Inrge sprig of Love^Ues a Heading /” 

In shorty not to dwdl on each^cer soiJ'qU, 

Boor OfioaoY was don^ up in no time at 
And his spunkiest backers were ^rc*d to nng smalLi 
In train did they try to jSg tip the old ladf 
^Twas like using persttaefer; { upon a dead prad; § 
la vain H fondly b^sougl^t him, 

Ti» show like himself, If not gom, at least bottom; 

* Sdme specimens of Mr^ Gregton’s iyrkal talents are gWeti hi 
the Appendhr* Mob b* 

t To be humbled or abaslied. t Spars. $ Horse. 

I For the»iiieiping of this term, see (Trow. 



While Hht ^at Coud^ athod 4ie< 

plorhig 

He had >»*» ^i^ht |)liPb#l 

All uBeieas'f-w art a«i| 

It was plain the (!0n«#iw4 Miiii’ctwrt ^thaymitK; 
In the ’I'welfth a»d Last Bannd Sanpt fetehM hiiib 
& darner, 

That left him nll’tSMW as cold mat frr the Crvktffhi 
On which the whde Popnlace^iA’rf the »Me grin 
Xdkt a httthet chipt, aad poor Oaonay gavemrt 
Whtte tfaa ftddlws (aW fveta having tipp'd thean a 
bandy) § 

Play’d *^Gr^n grow tIicmAfirj”ll in honour of SAUfDY ! 

♦ ** The pondemally of Crib, wbon in dwo qnartert trith hh 
\>p|Miueut, evidenily iiiiM in ojpon Hni, te” 
t The Coponer^ 

X The ancUntOwh had ft p%m» of rimUar stnicOire, 
cediK % 

5 A My dr * rixpoinpej “ *«!: piec« bcb§ 

much bent and diatwlSji^*-Oro4e, 

II The vell-kiiowa d(i»llh|^llnieiit pftid to th^ Em pOfW of idl thp 
liutttas by aomp Iririi i^UMjclfttos, 
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NOW, what say your Majesties ? — is nh this prime f 
Was there ever French Bulletin half so sublime ’ 

Or could old Nap himself, in his glory,* have wishM 
To shoxio up a fat Gemman more handsomely duVd 
Oh, bless your great hearts, let them say what they will, 
Nothing ’s half bo genteel as a regular Mill; 

And, for settling of balances, all IHcnow is 
'Tis the way Caleb Baldwin prefers settling his.f 
As for backers, you’ve lots of Big^tvigs about Court, 
That will tociyou—^thercr^eingtired of thatsport,— 

* See Appendix, No. 5. 

t A trifling instance of which is recorded in Boxiana. A 
fracas occurred between Caleb Baldv)m and the keepers of tlie gate. 
The latter, not immediately recognizing tlie veteran if the ring, 
refused his velude admittance, without the usual tip ; but Caleb, 
finding argifyhig the topic would hut«dp, instead of paying them 
in the new coinage, dealt Hit another sort of currency, and although 
destitute of the W. W* P. it liad such instantaneous effbet 
upon the Johnny Raws, that the gate flew open, and Caleb" rode 
through in«triumph,*' 
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And if quids should be wanting, to make the match 
good, 

There ’s B — R — no, the Prince of Rag Rhino, who 
stood 

(rothCT day, you know) bail for the seedy* Right 
Liners ; 

Who knows but, if coax'd, he may shell out the 
shiners ftf 

The shiners ! Lord, Lord, what a bounce do 1, say! 

As if we could hope to have rags done away, ^ 
Or see any thing shining, while Van has the sway! * 

As to training, a Court ’s but a rum sort of station 
To choose for that sober and ^te operation t } 
•Poor, 

t Produce the gidueas. 

X The extreme rigour, w these respects, of the endeut system ef 
training may be iriffened from.tbe instasees mentioned by 
Not only pu^. b)|f eren pbyen fi die harp, note, dimog 
the lime of Uteir pfiaWtea, rummsutisaiutim a*ufn. De A#- 
mal. Lib. 6. cap', t . '• 
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For, as old Irey Pio ^ said of Courts, ** by de htxa- . 
vens, 

Dey'rc aU, btti the Fiv^^Court, at sixes and sevens** 
What with snoozing, f high grubbing, J and guzzling 
like Cloe, 

Your Majesties, pardon me, all get so doughy. 

That take the whole hit^ down from Sandy the Bear 
To him who makes duds^ov the Virgin to wehr, 

Pd choosebut Jack ScaoooiNS, and feel disappointed 
If Jack didn’t tdl oui the whole Lord's Anoinited! 

But, barring these nat’ral defects, (which, I feel, 

My remarking on thus may be thought mgenteel) 
And allowing for delicate fams,S which haye merely 
Been handling the sceptre, and that, too, but queerly, 

• A so nick^uamed-^mc of the Big anes. He was beaten 
by Crib on Blackhesth, in the year 1806* 
t Sleeping* 

^ Feeding . 

$ Famt oBfmblei, hands. 
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I’m not without hopes, and would stand a Ught bet. 
That 1*11 make something of your Majesties yet. 
So, say but the word — if you’re up to the freak. 

Let us have a prime match of it, Greek against GreejS*! 
And 1*11 put you on hetf-stealcs and meaUng next 
week'— 

While,,fbr te^whi ng you every perfectipn/that throws a 
Renown upon th^ iact of Mendoza— 

Thecharm, by which Humph ries^ contriv’d toinfiise 
The ihrec Graces themselves into all his One^Tt»o^^ 
The nohbers of JoHNSovf^ — Bio Ben's t banging 
brain*blcfUis-^ 

The weaving of S am^ § that turn’d faces to rainbows— 

♦ Hutnpknei was cdled ** The Gentleman Boier/* He was 
(says the author of Boiiana) remarkably graceful, and his attitudes 
were of the most elegant and impresuve nature, 
t Tm Johnson^ who, tUl bli fight with Big Ben, was bailed as 
the Champion of England* ^ 

X Bm Bro^^aUat gig Ben, wore the Imnicmrs of the ChampioR"^ 
ship till his death. 

$ Dutch Sam, a hero, of whom ati the lowers oi the ]ganey speak, 



Old Corcoran’s click,* that laid customers thit — 
Paddy Ryan Jroln Dublin's * renown’d coup de 

Patr 

And MY OWN improved method of tickling a rib^ 

You may always command 

Your devoted 

Tom Crib* 

as the Swedes do of Charles the Twelflff, with tears in tJieir 
eyes. 

• Celebrated Irish pugilists* 



APPENDIX. 




Juount of a 

c^’s, f Castle TMm, C»»» 

Chair, to take irito eonsui^tftii^ fie J^i^ljlfejlj 
sending Representatiees ^the iRaiuig h CofUm^fSiir 
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All high-bred Heroes of ihe lling^ 

Whose \txy gammon would delight one^ 

Who, nurs'd beneath Th^ Fancy & wing, 

Show all heryeatkers — but the lohilc one. 

Brave Tom, the Champion, with an air 
Almost Corinthian^ * took the Chair ; 

And kept the Com f in quiet tpne. 

By shewing such a yst of mutton 
As, on a Point of Order, soon 

Would take the shine from Speaker Suriu\ 
And all the lads look'd gay and bright, 

And gin and genius flash'd about. 

And whosoever grew unpolite, 

The well-bred Champion serv'd him out, 

* f. e With the air, almost, of a man of rank and fashion. In- 
deed, according to Horace’s notions of a peeiage, Tom’s claims t(^ 
it are indisputable. 

» — ■ I ' ilium superare pugui^ 

Nobtkm, 


t Fellowsi 
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As we’d been summon’d thus, to ciuaff 
Our Dcady* o’er some State Affairs, 

Of course we mix’d not with the raff, 
liut had the Sunday room, up stairs. 

And when we well liad sluic’d our^o^A, f 
'Till all were in prime txoig for chatter, 

Tom rose, and to our learned nobs 

Propounded Uhus th’ important matter: — 

Gemmen,** says he— Tom’s words> you know. 
Come, like his hitting, strong but slow— 

“ Seeing as how those Swells, that imide 
Old Boney quit the hammering tradi6, 

(All Prime Ones in their own conceit,) 

Will shortly at th» Congrbss meet— 

(Some place that^s like the Finish lads. 
Where all your high pedestrian 

* Dcady’s giD, otUcffwis^, X^eady's brilliant stark nahrJ. 
t Had drunk heartily 

i A public-house in Covent-Garden, memorable as one oi the 

0 2 



That have be<?n up itnd ou^ all night, 

“ Running their rigs among the rattlers,^ 

“ At morning meet, and, — honour bright y — 

“ Agree to share the hlunL and toilers !) t 
** Seeing as how, I say, these Smlls 

Are soon to meet, by special summons, 

** To chime together, like helVs hells y* 

“ And laugh at all mankind, ks rum ones — 

I see no reason, when such things 
“ Are going on among these Kings, 

“ Why fVcy who're of the Fancy 
“ As dead hands at a mill as they, 

places, where the Gentlemen Depredators of the night (the Holy 
League of the Road) meet, early in the morning, for the purpose 
of sharing the spoil, and arranging other matters connected with 
their most Christian Alli^cc* 

* Robbing travellers iu cliaises, &c. 
t Tlie money and watches. 

X Farticolar pursuit or enterpriee. ThitS, ** he is on the kid- 
fay/* i. e. stopping children with parcels and robbing them — 
Acit-crac/tiay, hoUsle-brciiking, dcc.dic. 
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And quite as ready, ajier it, 

» 

“ To share the spoil and grab the bit 
Should not be there, to ;o/?t the chaU 
To see, at least, what fun they’re at. 

And help their Majesties to find 
Netjo modes of punishing xnanhindp 
What say you, lads? is any spark 
Among you ready for a lark t 
To this same Congress ?-^Cahsb, Job, 
Bill, Bob, what say you? — yes, or no?’* 

Thus spoke the Champion, Prime of men, 
And loud and long we cheer'd his prattle , 

With shouts, that thunder’d through the ken, f 
And made Tom’s Sunday tea-things rattle! 

♦ To sdze the money, 
f A frolic or party of pleasure, 
t jffouse. 



A pause ensued— 'till cries of “ Gkkgsox’' 
Brought Bob, the Poet, on his legs soon — 
{My aycsy how prettily Bob writes ! 

Talk of your Camels^ HogSy and Crabsy"*^^ 
And twenty more such Pidcock frights — 
Bob’s worth a hundred of these dabs: 
For a short turn up t at a sonnet, 

A round of odes, or Pastoral bouty 
All Lombard^street to nine^pence on it, X 
Bobby’s the boy would clean them out!) 


* By this curious zoological assemblage (sometliing like Berni’s 
“ porci, e poeli, e pitlocclii’’) the writer means, 1 8up]>ose, Messrs. 
Campbell, Crabbe and Hogg. 

t A tum-up is properly a casual and hasty let-to, 

$ More usually Lombard-street to a China orange.*’ Thei e 
are several of fanciful forms of betting—^* Chelsea College 
to a sentry-box,’* “ Pornpey’s Pillar to a stick of sealing-wax,” 



Gemmaiy^ says he— (B ob’s eloquence 
Lies much in C — nx — g^s line> ’tis said. 

For, when Bon can’t afford us senses 
He tips us poetry y instead — ) 

Gemmen, before I touch the matter, 

On which I’m here had up iov patter,* 

A few short words I first must spare. 

To him, thb»IIero, that sits there, 

“ Svoigging Blue Ruin,^ in that chair. 

{Hear — hear ) — His fame I need not tell, 

“ For that, my friends, all England’s loud with 
But this ril say, a civiller Swell 

I’d never wish to blow a cloudy with!” 

At these brave words, we, ev’ry one. 

Sung out hear — hear” — and clapp’d, like fun, 

♦ Talk. _ t Gin. 

r To smoke a pipe. Tliis phrase is highly poetical, and ex 
?>lains what Homer meant by the epithet, vKftX'iyfptTTi;? 
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For, knowing how, on Moulsey’s plain, • 

t 

The Champion fiWd the poet’s 
This buttering*upy\ against the grain. 

We thought was cursed genteel in Bob. 

And, here again, we may remark 
Boa’s likeness to the Lisbon jobber — X 
For, though, all know, thoijlashi/ sjmrk 
From C — sx — r — on received a nobber. 

That made him look like sneaking Jerry, 

And hid him up in ordinary, § 

Yet, now, such loving pals H are they. 

That Georgy, wiser as he’s older. 

Instead of facing C — sx — r — gh. 

Is proud to be his bottle-holder ! 

* In the year 1808, when Cnin defeated GRBgson. 
t Praising or flattering. 

$ These parallels between great men arc tridy edifying. 

J Sea cant — a good deal of which has b^n introduced into tl»e 
regular Flash, by such classk heroes as Scroggins, Crockey, &c. 

II Fricndf.. 
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But to return lo Bob’s harangue, 

'Twas deuced fine — no slum or slang — 

But such as you could smoke the bard in, — 

All full oijloioer-s^ like Common Garden, 

With lots of figures^ neat and bright. 

Like Mother Salmon’s— wax-work quite ! 

The next was Jurner — nobbing Ned— 

Who put his right leg forth,* and said, ’ 

“ Tom, I admire your notion much ^ 

And, please the pigs, if well and hearty, 

I somehow thinks Til have a touch. 

Myself, at this said Congress party. 

Though no great shakes at learned chat^ 

If settling Europe be the sport, 

Ned’s favourite Proi^gomeim in battle as well as in debate. 
As this position iirsaid to render him “ very bard to be got at,*^ 
I would recommend poor Mr, V — ns— t — t to try it us a last re- 
source, in hi? nc'il with Mr, T — rn — y. 



TlieyMl find Tin just the boy for that, 

f 

“ As tipping settlcn* is my forte /’* 


Then up rose Ward, the veteran Joe, 

And, ’twixt his whiffs, f suggested briefly 
That but a Jevo^ at first, should go. 

And those, the light-weight Gemmcn chiefly ; 
As if too many Big ones** wei\t, 

Thep might alarm the Continent ! ! 


Joe added, then, that, as *twas known 

The R— G — T, bless his wig ! had shown 

A taste for Art, (like Joey's own J) 

• A kind of blow, whose sedalive nature is sufficiently explained 
by the name it bears. 

t Joe being particularly fond of** that costly and genilenianllke 
smoke” as Dekker calls it. The talent which Joe possesses of 
uttering Fkih while he smokes — ** txfamo dare lucem ** — ^ very 
remarkable. 

t Joe’s taste for pictures has been thus commemorated by the 
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And meant, ’inong other sportinij things. 

To have the heads of all those Kings, 

And conqu’rors, whom he loves so dearly, 

TakeJi canvas, merely ; 

God forbid the other mode ! — 

He (Joe) would from his own abode, 

{The Dragon * — fam*d for Fancy works, 
Dravoings of Heroes, and of — corks) 

great Historian of Pugilism-—*^ If Joe Ward cannot boast of a 
splendid gallery of pictures formed of selections from the great 
foreign masters, he can sport such a collection of native subjects 
an, in many instances, must be considered unique. Portraits of 
neaily all the pugilists (many of them in whole lengths and atti- 
tudes) ure to bt: found, from the days of Figg and Broughton 
down to the present period, with likenesses of many distinguished 
amateurs, among whom are Captain Barclay, the classic Dr, 
Johnson, the Duke of Cumberland, &c. His parlour is decorated 
ill a sim^.^anner ; and his partiality for ])lclurcs has gone s j far, 
that tap-room contains many excellent subjects!” — Box- 

iana, 431. 

* Tlip Green Drago^^ King-street, near Swallow-stn*et, *' where 
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Furnisli such Gemmen of Ike Fisl,* 

As would complete the R — o — t’s list, 

“ Thus, Champion Tom,” said he, would look 
Right well, hung up beside the Duke — 

“ Tom’s noddle being (if its J'/ame 
Had but the gilding) much the same — 

And, as a partner for Old Blu^ 

Bill Gibbons or myself would do.” 


Loud cheering at this speech of Joey’s — 
Who, as the Dilettanti know, is 


(saya the same author) any person may have an opportunity of 
verifying what has been asserted in viewing WartVs Cabinet cfthe 
Fancy 

• Among the portraits is one of BillGibbons, by a pupil of the 
great Fuseli, which gave occasion to the following impromptu: — 
Though you are one of Fuseli’s scholars. 

This question I’ll dare to propose, — 

How the devil could yon use luatcr-colours, 

In painting Bill Gibbons's noso^ 
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(With all his other learned parts,) 
DoxKyn as a hammer'^ to the Arts ! 


Old Bill, the Black, f — you know hiiiij Nedjjy — 
(With mug X, whose hue the ebon shames. 
Reflected in a pint of Deady^ 

Like a large Collier in the Thames) 

Though somewhat cut^ § just begg’d td say 
He hop’d that Swell, Lord C — st — n— gh. 
Would show the Lily- Whites |1 fair play j 


* To be doxjcn to any iliing is pretty much the same as being up 
io it, and doiKn as a hammer** is, of course, the intensivum of the 

pi 1 rase. 

t Richmond. t Face. 

§ Cutf tipsy ; another remarkable instance of the similarity that 
exists between the language of the Classics and that of St. Gilcs’s.-* * * § - 
In Martial we find ** Incaluit quoties sauciu vena mero.** Ennius, 
too, has*“ saueiotit se flore Liberi;’* and Justin hesterno mero 
sauchi** 

|l Lilf/’ivkites, (or Siiow-halls) Negroe'*, 



‘‘ And not — as once he did*’ — says Bill, 

** Among those Kings, so high and srjuirish^ 
Leave us, poor Blacks, to fare as ill. 

As if we were but pigs, or — Irish !” 

Bill Gibbo!«s, rising, wish’d to know 
Whether ’twas meant his Bull should go — 

“ As should their Majesties be dull,” 

Says Bill, there’s nothing like a Bull 
And biotv me tightf*^(BiLh Gibbons ne’er 
In all his days was known to swear, 

Except light oaths, to grace his speeches, 

Like dash my icig,” or “ burn my breeches T) 

** Blow me — ” 

Bill Gibbons has, I believe, been lately rivalled in this pe- 
culiar Walk of the Fancy, by the superior merits of Tom OliverN 
Gama Bull. 
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— Just then, the Chair,* already 
Cirown ratlier livclij with tlie Deady, 
******** 

* From the respect which I bear to all sorts of dignitaries, and 
my unwillingness to meddle with the “ imputed weaknesses of 
the great,” I hove been induced to suppress the remainder of this 
detail. 



No. 

ViBOlL, jLlB. V. 4. 2<>. 

C oiistitit in digitos exteinpld arrectus uterc|ue, 
liracbiaquc ud superas interritus extulit auras. 
\bdii\ere retro lon^e capita ardua ab ictu 
Ixunilscentque manus manibus, pugnamque laces- 
sunt. 

llle, jiedum melior motu^ frctusque juvent& 

1 1 1 C, niembris et mole valens ; 



No. 2. 


Account the Milling-match helweeti^^1atellu& and 
Darcs^ translated Jrom the Fifth Book of the 
.Fneid, 

BY ONE or THE TAKCV. 


WITH daddies* high uprais’d, and nob held back, 
ill awful prescience of th’ impending thtuack, 
l>oth Kiddies-] stood — and with prelusive spar, 

\iid light manoeuvring, kindled up the war! 
J'heOne, in bloom of youth — alight^xocight blade — ^ 
'riie Other, vast, gigantic, as if made, > 

l^xpres.., by Nature for the hammering trade ; J 


* Hand*.* 
t FePo^v'’, usua’Iy 


E 
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* sdd tarda trcmenti 

Genua labant^ vastos quatit soger anhelitus artus. 
Multa viri nequicquam inter se vulnera jactant, 
Multa cavo lateri Ingeminant^ et pectore vastos 
Dant sonitus : erratque aures et tempora circutn 
Crebra jiianus duro crepitant sub vulnere malae. 


Stat gravis Entellus, nisufiue immotus eodem, 
Corpore tela modo atque ociilis vigiluntibus exit. 
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But agedj* slow, with stiff limbs/ tottering niucli, 
And lungs, that lack’d the belloxus^mender^ stowch. 

Yetf sprightly to the Scratch both Buffers came. 
While ribbers rung from each resounding frame, 
And divers digs, and many a ponderous pelt^ 

Were on their broad bread-baskets heard and felt. 
With roving aim,, but aim that rarely miss’d. 

Hound lugs and ogles f flew the frequent fist 5 
While showers of facers told so deadly well. 

That the crushM jaw-bones crackled as they fell ! 
But firmly stood Entellus— and still bright, 
Though bent by age, with all The Fancy’s light, 

* Macrobius, in his explanatiou of the various properties ol tiic 
number Seven, says, that the fifth Hebdomas of man’s life (tho age 
of 35) is the completion of his strength ^ that therefore pugilists, if 
not successful, usually give over their profession at that time. 
‘‘ Inter piigUes denique haec^consuetudo conservatur, ut quos jam 
coronavere victoria;, nihil dc se amplius in incrementis virium spe- 
)cnt ; qui vero expertes hujus glqriee usque illo iminserunt, a pro- 
lesbione discedant.’’ In Somn. Scip* Lib. 1. 

1 Ears and eyes. 

r. 2 
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Ille^ Tclut celsam oppugnat qui molibus urbein^ 
Aut montana sedet circum castella sub armis; 
Nunc hos, nunc illos aditus^ omnemque pererrat 
Arte locum, et varils assultibus irritus urget. 


Ostendit dextnim insurgens Entellus, et alte 
Eattulit f ille ictum venientem k verticc velox 
Trsevidit, celerique elapsus corpore cessit. 
Entellus vires in ventum effudit, et ultrd 
Ipse gravis graviterque ad terrain pondere vasto 
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Stopp'd with a skill, and rallied with a fire 
Th’ Immortal Fancy could alone inspire ! 

While Dares, shifting round, with looks of tliought, 
An opening to the Coves huge carcase sought, 
(Like General Preston, in that awful hour, 

IVben on owe leg he hopp’d to — take the Tower ! ) 
And here, and there, explor’d with activc^i^ * 

\nd skilful feints some guardless pass to win,- V 
And prove a boring guest when once let in. J 

And now Entellus, with an eye that pJannM 
Pnnishbig deeds, high rais’d his heavy hand 5 
Put, ere the sledge came down, young Dares s])ied 
Its shadow o’er his brow, and slipp’d aside— 

So nimbly slipp’d, that the vain nobler pass’d 
Through empty air 5 and He, so high, so vast. 


* Arm. 
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Concidit; ut quondam cava concidit, aut Erymantho, 
Aut Tdi in magna, radicibus eruta pinus. 


(ionsurgunt studiis Teucri et Trinacria pubes : 

Jt c lamor coelo; prlmiisque accurrit Acestes 
^-qucEVuinque ab Imnio miserans attoUit amicum. 





Wlio dealt the stroke, came thundering to the 
ground ! — 

Not B— CK — GH — M, himself, with bulkier sound/' 
Uprooted from the field of Whiggish glories. 

Fell souse, of late, among the astonishM Tories 1 i 
Instant the Ring was broke, and shouts and yells 
From Trojan Flashmen and Sicilian Swells 
Fill'd the wide hcav’n— "while, touch’d with^grief to 
see 

11 is pnIjX well-know^n through many a lark and 
spree, § 

• As llie uprooted trunk in the original is said to be cava,” 
llu* epithet here ought, perhaps, to be holhwer somtiA.** 

1 1 trust my conversion of the Erymanthian pine into his 
L — ds — p will be thought happy and ingenious. It w’as suggested, 
indeed, by the recollection Uiat Erymanthus was also famous for 
another sort of natural production, very common in society at all 
periods, and which no one but Hercules ever seems to have known 
how to manage. Though even he is described by Velerius Flac- 
rns as — Erymanthiei sudantem pondere monstri." 

I Friend. § Party of pleasure and frolic. 



At non tardatus casu, neque tcrritus heros , 
Acnor ad pugnam redit, ac vim sust itat irA 5 
1 um pudor inccndlt vires, et conscia \ irtus 3 
PriBcipitemque Daren ardens agit aequore tcjto ; 
Nunc dextra ingeminans ictus, nunc illc sini-tia 



Thus rumly floor the kind Acf-stes ran. 

And pitying rais’d from earth the game old man. 
Uncow’d, undamag’d to the sport he came, 

Ills limbs all muscle^ and his soul all flame. 

The memory of his miUing glories past, 

The sliamc, that aught but death should see him 
grassed, 

All fir’d the veteran’s with fury flush’d 

h'ull oil his li^it-limb’d customer he rush’d, 
And//ffw?nmngright and left, with ponderous swing, 
Ibijfan'd the reeling youngster round the lling— 

* This phrase is but too applicable to the round hiding of the 
ancients, who, it appears the engravings in IMcrcurialis de Art, 
Gymnast, hnew as little of our straight-forward mode as the un- 
initiated Irish of the present day. I have, by the by, discovered 
some errors in Mercurialis, as well as in tvro other modern authors 
upon Pugilism (viz< Petrus Faber, in bis Agonisticon, and th,it 
indefatigable classic antiquary, M. Burette, in his Mcmoire}A)ui 
servir k riiUtoik’cdJPngilat des Anciens^*) which I shall have the 
pleasure of pointing out in my forthcoming Parallel,” 
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Xcc* iiiora, nec rcqvJes : quain multi grandiiic nimbi 
Culminibus crepitant, sic densis ictibus hcros 
Cre])er utiiique manu pulsat versatque Darct.u 

Turn pater Alneas proccdere longibs iras, 

Et Sflevire animis Entellum baud passus accrbis j 
Sed finem imposuit pugnac, fessumque Darcta 
Eripuit, mulcena diciis, ac talia fut*ur. 

Infclix! quae tanta animuni dementia ccpit r 
Non vires alias, conversatpic nmnina senti's ^ 

Cede. Deo. 



Nor rest, nor pause, nor breathing- time was given. 
But, rapid as the rattling hail from heav*n 
Jieats on the house-top, showers of Randal’s shot * 
Around the Trojan’s lugs flew, peppering hot I 
’Till now ^NEAS, filTd with anxious dread. 

Hush’d in between them, and, with words well-bred, 
Preserv’d alike the peace and Dares’ head, 

J^oih Avhieh the veteran much inclin’d to break — 
Then kindly thus the pmiish\I youth bespake : 

Poor Johnny Raw / what madness could impel 
* ^ So rum a Flat to face so prime a Swell * 

See’st thou not, boy, the Fancy, heavenly Maid, 
“ Herself descends to this great llnmmercFs aid. 
And, singling him from all h^r flash adorers, 
Shines in his hits, and thunders in his floorers / 

** Then, yield thee, youth, — nor such a spooney be, 

To think mere man can mill a Deity !'* 

■» 

* A favourite blow of THE Nonp VREIL^S, so called. 



60 


Pixitqucj et pnelia voce diremit, 

Ast ilium fidi aequales, genua segra trahentem 
Jncitantemque utroque caput, crassiimque cruorcm 
Ore rejectantem, mixtosque in sanguine dentes 
Ducunt ad naves. 
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riuis spoke the Chief— and now, ^he scrimmage oev, 
His faithful jofl/5 the done^up Dares bore 
Hack to his home, with tottering gams^ sunk heart, 
And wuns and noddle pink'd in every part.* 

"While from his goh the guggling clai ci gush’d. 

And lots of grinders^ from their sockets crush’d, 
I'orth with the crimson tide in rattling fragments I 
rush’d!* 

• Tliere arc two or three Epigrams in the Greek Anthology, 
ridiculing the slate ot’ mutilation and disfigurement to wliich the 
pugili.^is were reduced by their combats. The iollowiiig lour 
hues are from an Epigram by Lucillius, Lib. 2. 

K&(xh;vov »j o-tf, yfyiv>irai, 

H Twv ffTJTOXOTrtt^V TC6 xaTw, 

Ovlio; (X’jp(J^fjKwY 'Tfuztjfxala Xofa xai o^9a, 
rpajw-juia'Ia Twv Xvpxttiv Av^iu <l>poyia. 

Literally, as follows : Thy head, O A pollophanes, is pcrfoiatcd 
lilve a sieve, or like the loaves of an old 'wonu-eaten book; and the 
numerous scars, both straight and cross*ways, which have been 



left upon thy pate by tjie cstus, very nmcli resemble the scori' ot 
a Lydian or Plirygiaii piece of music*’' Peripliraslically, thus : 
Your noddle, dear Jack, full of holes like a si(‘vc, 

Is so figur’d, and dotted, and scratch’d, I declare, 

By your customers’ dsts, one would almost believe 
They liad punched a whole verse of “ The Woodpecker” there ’ 
It ought to be mentioned, that tlie word ** punc/n‘/i»” is ust d 
both in boxing and music-engraving. 
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No. 3. 


Ab illuslrative of the Noble Liord’s visit to Congress, 1 take the 
liberty of giving the two following pieces of poetry, whicli 
appeared some lime since in the Morning Chronicle, ami w hich 
are from llic pen, I suspect, of that facetious Historian of the 
Fudges, Mr. Thomas Brow'ii, the Younger, 

LINES 

ON THE DEPARTURE OF LORDS C — ST— R— C.M 
AND ST— W— RT FOR THE CONTINENT. 

.4t Paris ♦ et Fiaircs, et qm rapuOrc sub illis 
\’ix tenu^re manus (scis hoc, MencUe) nefandas. 

Ovid. Metam, Li!), 13. v. 'iO'2. 

(tO^ Brothers in wisdom— go, bright pair of Peers, 
And may Cupid and Fame fan you both with 
their pinion.? i 

The One^ the best lover we have — of his years, 

\nd the other Prime Statesman of Britain's do- 
minicgis. 

* Ovid is mistaken in saying that it was ** at Parib” tlicsc; 
rapacious trknsaclioiis took place— we should read at \ ienna.’'' 



CfOj Hero of Chiilecry, blcbt with the smile 
Of the Misses that love/ and the monarchs that 
prize thee j 

I'orget Mrs. Ang— lo T — yl — r awhile, 

.And all tailors but him who so ell dimdffus thee 

Never mind hpw thy juniors in gallantry scoff, 

Ne^er heed how perverse affidavits may thwart 
tliee^ 

Hut shew the young Misses thou *rt scholar enough 
To translate Amor Fortis” a love, ahoulfoilij / 

And sure TU no wonder, when, fresh as young Mars, 
From llie battle you came, with the Orders jou*d 
earnM in*t. 

That sweet Lady Fanny should cry out my 

And forget that the Moon, too, was some way 

4 

concern’d in’t. 
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For not the great R — o — t himself has endurM 
(Though Pve seen him with badges and orders all 
shine, 

Till he looked like a house that was over insur’d) 

A much heavier burthen of glories than thine. 

And *tis plain, when a wealthy young lady so mad is, 
Or tfwy young ladies can so go astray, 

As to marry old Dandies that might be their daddies. 
The stars * are in fault, my Lord St — w— ax, not 
they! 

Thou, too, t’other brother, thou Tally of Tories, 
Thou Malaprop Cicero, over whose lips 
Such a smooth rigmarole about ** monarchs,” and 
glories," 

And ** ®‘^^*‘f®®l^^res,**like8yllabubslips. 

• ** When weak women go astray, 

** The stys are more in fault than they.” 
t It is thus the noble Lord pronounces the word ‘‘ knowledge” — 

F 
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tio, lm^tc, at the CoiigrcbS pursue thy location 

« 

Of adding ficsh sums to this National Debt of ours, 

Leaguing with Kings, who, for incie recreation, 
Bleak promise-^, fast as your Lordship bieaks 
metaphors. 

Fare ye well, fare ye 'well, bright Pair of Peers, 

And may Cupid and Fame fan you both with 
their pinions! 

The One, the best lover we have — ofhi^ yen'-s^ 

And the Other, Prime statesman of Britain’s do- 
minions. 

deriving it, as far as his own sliaic H cuiuerned, from ihe Latin, 
nullus.” 
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ro rilK SIMP IN WHICH LOKD C — SI' — R — GH 
SAILKI) FOR THi: CONTIN KM'. 

Imiiatcd from Horace , IaI). 1. Ode,*. 


So may my Lady’s pray’rs prevail, ’^* 

And C— NN — ois too, and lucid Lii— ogk’s. 

And Er.i ) — n beg a favouring gale 
Troni Eolus, that o/drr Bags, j 
To speed thee on thy destin’d way, 

Oh ship, that bear st our C — st — r — Gii, t 

* Sic tr r)i\a polciis Cypri, 

Sic fralres Uolcriflc, lucida sidem, 

Vcutoruinque regat paler. 

f See a dcscriplion of iho or Bags of Eolus, in tlic Odyj- 
sey, Lib. 10. 

J Navis, quie tihi crcflitiim 
* J)t l)cs Vir yiiur.i. 

F 2 • 
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Our gracious R— g — t’s better half, * 

And, therefore, quarter of a King — 

(As Van, or any other calf. 

May find, without much figuring.) 

Waft him, oh ye kindly breezes, 

Waft this Lord of place and pelf. 

Any where his Lordship pleases. 

Though Uwere to the D — 1 himself! 

Oh, what a face of brass was his, -f* 

Who first at Congress show’d his phyz — 
To sign away the Rights of Man 

To Russian threats and Austrian juggle 5 
And leave the sinking African % 

To fall without one saving struggle — 

• ■ AnimiB dimidium meuni. 

-f* IHi robur et ais triplex. 

Circa pectus erat, qui^&c. 

+ praecipitem Afrlcum 

Decertautem Aquitonibus. 



'Moiig ministers from North and South, 
To shew his lack of shame and sense. 
And hoist the Sign of Bull and Mouth” 
For blunders and for eloquence ! 


In vain we wish our Secs, at home* 

To mind their papers, desks, and shelves, 
If silly Secs, abroad toill roam 

And make such noodles of themselves. 


But such hath always been the case — 

For matchless impudence of face. 

There’s nothing like your Tory race ! t 

• Nequicquam Dcus abscidit 

Frudens uceano dissociabili 
Terras, vsl taiiien inipias 

Non tangenda Rates transiliunt vada. 

Tins last line, we may suppose, alludes to some distinguished 
Rats that attended tjio vo;yagcr, 

• f Audax omnia pcrpeli 

Gens ruU per vciitum nefas. 
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T'jrst^ rjTT,’* Iho^chos’ii of England;, taught her 

A taste for famine^ hre, and slaughter. 

Then came the Doctor, '| for our easc^ 

With E — 1 ) — NS, CTi — Tii — MS, n — WK — n — s. 

And other deadly maladies. 

When each, in turn, had run tlicir rigs. 

Necessity brought in the MTiigs ; I 

And oh, I blush, I blush to say, * 

AVhen these, in turn, were put to ilight, too, 

Illustrious T — MI* — n flew away 

With luLs of pens he had no 7iglit to ! ^ 

• Audax Japeti gcmi^ 

Igncin franrlr luala gcnllbus inlulit* 

f Tost 

> nipci»‘s, ct nov^a ffbriaui 
Trrris incubit cohors. 

+ tarda nrccssitas 

Lclhi conipuit gmduni., 

^ Expertus \acnwn Danlalus aura 
Pennis nm hnmini dalis* 

J'liib allusion to the 1200/. wortli of stalidijary, ^^l^ic]l bis Lonl- 
-l»ip ortbred, ^\hcn on the point ot imattuf; his place, is par- 
licularK li.ij py. bi>. 
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Jti short, what tvill not mortal man do r * 

And now, that — strife and bloodshed past — 
WeVe done on earth what harm we can do, 

A\'"c gravely take to licav’n at last j f 
And think its favouring* smile to purchase 
(Oh Lord, good Lord ! by — building churches !) 

• Nil morlallbus arduum cst. 

Cactum ipsum pedmus sstultitia. 



SP2 

No, 4. 

BOJ3 GREGSON, 

rOLT LAUttEATE OV THE FANCY. 

FOR hitting 'ai\{\ getting fltiv/y^(say8 the elegant 
Author of Boxiana) Ricjimonh is (ILstinguished j 
and the brave Molineux keeps a strong auld in the 
circle of boxers, as a pugilist of the hrst clas^ ; while 
the Champion of England stands unrivalled for his 
punishment, game, and milling on the ! — but^ 

notwithstanding the above variety of (^ualiti cations, 
it has been reserved for Bob Greoson, alone, from 
his union of pugilism and poetry, to recount the 
deeds of his Brethren of the Fist in licroic verse, 
like the bards of old, sounding the praises of their 
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warlike clianipions.’^ The same author also adds, 
(hat “ although not possessing the terseness and 
originality of Dryden, or the musical cadence and 
correctness of Pope, yet still Bon has entered into 
of* peculiar subject with a characteristic energy and 
apposite spirit.*’ V^oh J. p. 

This high jiraise of Mr, Gkegsom’s talents is fully 
borjic by the specimen which his eulogist has 
given, a \ ery sjnrited Chaunt, orNcmean 

ode, (jutiiial British Lads and Black Millers'* 

'J'luM onricxion between poetical and pugnacious 
{)io|K*n.*)itios seems to have been ingeniously adum- 
brated ) y the ancients, in the bow with which they 
armed ApolJo . 

,-) -Kai TOHON eTrtT^frrfTffi AOIAH. 

Callimach, Hymn, in Apolthi, v, 44 . 

The same mythological bard informs us that, 
wlten Mincrva*bcstovved llu gift of inspiration uj)on 
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'J'ircsias, siie also made him a present of a lar^^c 
cudgel ; 

Atterw y.ttt MEI'A BAKTPON : 

another evident intimation of the congeniality sup- 
posed to exist between the exercises of the Irnagina* 
tion and tliose of Tiii’. Fanc v. To no one at the 
jiresent day is the doiihJc n^reath more justly due 
than to Mr. Boa Guegson. In addition to his nu- 
merous original productions^ he has condescended 
to give imitations of some of our living poets — 
particularly of Lord F>yron and Mr, Moore; and the 
amatory style of the latter gentleman has been 
caught, A\ ith peculiar felicity, in the following lines, 
which were addressed some years ago, to Miss 
Grace Maddox, a young Lady of \>ugilistic cele- 
brity, of whom I Iiave already made lionourablc 
mention in the Preface. 



LINES 


TO MlfeS GRACE IMADDOX, THE FAIR PUOIUST, 

Written in imiiation ft/' the stijle of Moore ^ 

,fJY DOB GUfCSON, P. P. 


SwEE'i' Maid of the Fmicif ! — whose ogles jidorning 
'J'liai beautiful cheek, ever budding like bowers. 
Are briglit as the gems that the first Jewf of morning 
Hawks round Coveat-Garden, ’mid cart-loads of 
liowers ! 


• Eve .. 

I by the trifling alUTaiion of dew” into “Jew,” Mr.Gr<'g‘4on 
ha** contrived to collect the three (hief ingredknls of Moore's 
poetry, viz. dewb, gems, and flowers, into the short compass of 
ihe*«c two lines, 
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Oh Grace of the (i races ! whose kiss to my lip 
Is as sweet as the brandy and tea, rather thinnish, 
Thai Knights of the Rumpad* so rurally sip. 

At the first blush of dawn, in the Tap of the Finish! f 

Ah, never be false to me, fair as thou art. 

Nor belie all the many kind things thou hast said; 
The falsehood of other nymphs touches the Heart, 
ButTHY^W/ng, my dear, plays the dev’l with the 
Head! 

Yet, who would not prize, beyond honours and pelf, 
A maid to whom Beauty such treasures has granted, 
That, ah, she not only has black eyes, herself. 

But can furnish a friend with a pair, too, if wanted ! 

• Ilj^hwa^’iuen. 

t Sl'c Note, page 33. Brandy and tea is the favourite beverage 
at tlic Finish. 
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Lord St — w — rt’s a hero (as many suppose) 

And the Lady he woos is a rich and a rare one j 
His heart is in Chancery ^ every one knows, 

And so would his head be, if thou wert his fair one. 

Sweet Maid of the Fancy ! when love first came o’er 
me, 

I felt rather queeruh, I freely confess j 
But now I’ve thy beauties each moment before me, 
Tlxe pleasure grows more, and the quecrishness less. 

Thus a new set of darlies^’^ when first they are worn. 
Makes the JaiUhirdf uneasy, though splendid 
their ray ; 

But the links will lie lighter the longer they^re borne, 
And the comfort increase, as the shine fades away! 
♦ Fetters. 

f Priijouer, — This being the only bird in the whole range of 
Ornithology, wliijh the author of Lalla llookh has not pressed 
into his service, Mr. Gregson may consider himself very lucky in 
being able to lay hold of it. 



I hatl hoped that it would have been in iny power 
to gratify the reader with several of Mit. Gregson’s 
lyrical productions, but I have only been able to 
procure copies of Two Songs, or Chaunts, which 
were written by him for a Masquerade, or Fancy 
Ball, given lately at one of the most fashionable 
Cock-and-Hen Clubs in St. Giles’s. Though most 
of the company w^ere without charapters, there were 
a few very lively and interesting maskers ; among 
whom, we particularly noticed Bill Richmond, as 
the Emperor ofHayii^'^ attended by as a sort 

of black Mr. V — ns — t — t ^ and Ikey Pig made 
an excellent L — s D — xii — t. The beautiful Mrs. 
Croc KEY,! who keeps the Great Eng Shop in Bcr- 

♦ His Majesty (in a Song wliicli 1 regret I cannot give) professed 
his intentions 

To take to strtmg measures like some of his kin — 

To turn awny Cowit Lemonade, and bring in 
A more spirited ministry under Duke Gin! 

'[* A relative of poor Crockey, who was tugiifcd sc-mo time 
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moiidsey, went ns the Old Ladjj o/^T f ir cad needle Si reef , 
She was observed to flirt a good deal with the black 
Mr. V — NS — T — T, but to do her justice, she guarded 
her Hesperidura mala’’ with all the vigilance of a 
dragoness. Jack Holmes,* the pugilistic Coach- 
man, personated Lord C — st — ii — gh, and sung in 
admirable style 

Ya-hip, iny Hearties ! here am I 

That drive the Constitution Fly. 

This Song (which was written for him by Mr. 
Gregson, and in which the language and sentiments 
of CoacJicc are transferred so ingeniously to the 
Noble person represented) is as follows : 

♦ The same, I suppose, tli-nt served out Blake (alias Tom Touf^h) 
some years ago, at Wilsden Green. The Fancy Gazette, on that 
occasion, remarked, that poor Holmes’?' face was ** rendered ner- 
Jectly uninteliigible" 
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YA-niP, MY HEAllTIES ! 

iiungb^ Jack Holmes, the Coachman, nt a late masquerade in 
St. Giles’s, in the character of Lord C — ST — R — GH, 


I FIRST was hir’d to peg* a Hack * 

They call The Erin,*' sometime back, 

Where soon I learn’d to patter Jlasky\ 

To curb the tits J and tip the lash — 

Which pleas’d the Master of the Crown 
So much, he had me up to town. 

And gave me lots of quids J a year. 

To tool 1] The Constitution** here- 
So, ya-hip, Hearties I here am I 
That drive the Constitution Fly. 

• To drive a hackney coach. Ilackf however, reems in this 
place to mean an old broken down stage-coach. 

f lb talk slang, parliamentary or otherwise. 

t Horses. 

$ Money, 

II A process carried on successfully under tlie Roman Emperors, 



Some wonder how the Fly holds out, 

So rotten 'tis, within, without 5 
So loaded, too, through thick and thin, 

And with such hcax>^ crefurs In. 

But, Lord, ’twill last our time — or if 
The wheels should, now and then, get stifl*, 
Oil of Palm*s * the thing that, flowing, 

Nets the naves and fdlocs\ going! 

So, ya-hip, Hearties ! 


Some wonder, too, the tits that pull 
This rum concern along, so full, 

as appears from what Tacitus says of the ** /m 0 unsenta Kegni*’ — 
To tool is a technical phrase among the Knights of the Whip; 
thus, that illustrious member of the Society, Richard Cypher, Esq. 
says : ** I’ve dash’d at every thing — pegged at a jervy — tooVd a mail- 
coach." 

• Money. 

t In Mr. Gregso^’s MS. these words are spelled ** knaves and 
fellows/* but 1 have printed them according to the proper wheel- 
wright orthography. 
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^should never back, or holt, or kirk 
I'he load and driver to Old Nick. 

But, never fear — the breed, though British, 

Is now no longer game or skittish ) 

Except, sometimes, about their corn^ 

Tamer Ilouyhnfmms * ne’er were born. 

So, ya-hip. Hearties ! &c. 

And then so sociably we ride ! — 

While some have places^ snug, inside, 

Some, hoping to be there anon. 

Through many a dirty road hang on. 

• The extent of Mr. (^regson’s learning will, no doubt, astonbli 
tl»e reader; and it appears by the following lines, from a Panegyric 
written upon him, by One of the Fancy, that he is also a considera- 
ble adept in the Latin language. 

** As to sciences — B ob knows a little of all, 

** And, in Latin, to shew that he*s no ignoramus, 

** He wrote once an Ode on his friend, Major Paul, 

** And the motto was Paulo tnajora ianamusr 
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And when we reach a filthy spot, 

(Plenty of which there arc, God wot) 
You’d laugh to see, with what an air 
We take the sjiatter — each his share ! 

So, ya-hip. Hearties I &c. 


The other song of Mr. Gregson, which I have 
been lucky enough to lay hold of, was sung by Old 
Pros^y the Jew, who went in the character of Msyor 
C— RTw — GHT, and who having been, at one time 
of his life, apprentice to a mountebank doctor, was 
able to enumerate, with much volubility, the virtues 
of a certain infallible nostrum, which he called his 
Annual Pi ll. The pronunciation of the Jew added 
c onsiderably to the effect. 
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IHE ANNUAL PILL. 


Sung by Ox J) P«0SY, the Jew, in the tliifdcter of Maju# 
C — IITW —GHT 


VILL nobodies try my nice Annual Pill, 

Dat’s to purify e\ ery ting nashty avay ^ 

Pless ma hearty pless ma heart, let in a say vat 1 vill, 
Not a Chrishtian or Shenlleman minds t at 1 say ! 
’Tis so pretty a bolus !— just down ]et it go. 

And, at vonce, such a radual shange you vill see, 
Dat I'd not be surprish'd, like dc horse in de show, 
If our heads all verc found, vere our tailsh ought 
to be ^ 

Vill nobodies try my nice Annual Pill^ &c.. 
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'Twill cure all Electors, and purge away clear 

i 

Bat mighty bad itching dey’ve got in deir hands — 
’Twill cure, too, all Statesmen, of dullness, ma tear. 
Though the case vas as desperate as poor Mister 
Van’s, 

Bere is noting at all vat dis Pill vill not reach — 
Give the Sinecure Ghentleman von little grain, 
Pless ma heart, it vill act, like de salt on de leech. 
And he’ll throw de pounds, shillings, and* pence, 
up again ! 

Vill nobodies try my nice Annual Pill, &c. 

’T would be tedious, ma tear, all its peauties to paint— 
But, among oder tings fundamentally wrong. 

It vill cure de Id road Pottom * — a common complaint 
Among M. Ps. and weavers — from sitting too 
long, t 

* Mcaiiingf I presume, Coalitum Adininibtmtions, 
f Whether sedentary habits have any thina to rfio with .thii 
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Should syniptuiijs of $pveching preak out on a dunce, 
(Vat is often de case) it vill stop de disease, 

And pring avay all de long speeches at vonce, 

Dat else vould, like tape- worms, come by degrees ! 
Vill nobodies try my nice Annual Pill, 

Dat’s to purify every ting nashty away ? 

Pless ma heart, pless ma heart, let ma say vat I vill 
Not a Christian or Shentleman minds vat I say ! 

peculiar shape, 1 cannot determine, but that some have supposed 
a sort of connection between them, appears from the following 
remark, quoted in Kornmann's curious book, de Virginitatis Jure — 
** Ratio perquani Icpida esl apud Kirchner. in Legato, cum natura 
illas partes, quae ud sessionem sunt dcstinatae, latiorcs in feeminis 
fecerit quam i ?iris, innueus domi eas manere deberc.” Cap. 40. 
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N<i. 5, 


The following j)oem is also from the Morning Chronicle, and ba» 
every appearance of being by the same pen as the two others 
I have quoted. The Examiner, indeed, in extracting it from 
the Chronicle, says, ** we think we can guess whose easy 
and sparkling hand it is.” 

10 SIR HUDSON LOWE. 

Effare causam noniinls, 

Utrum ne mores hoc tui 
Nomcn dedere, an iionieit hoc 
Secuta nioruni rogiila. 

Ausoniijs. 

SIR Hudson Lowe, Sir Hudson Loiu, 

(By name, and ah ! by nature so) 

As thou art fond of persecutions, . 

Perhap* thou’st read, or heard repeated. 

How CaptaiA Gulliver was treated, 

When thrown among the Lilliputiana 
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They tied him down — these little men did— 
And having valiantly ascended 

Upon the Mighty Man’s protuberance. 
They did so strut \ — upon my soul. 

It m'dst have been extremely dioll 

To see their pigmy pride's exuberance ’ 

And how the doughty mannikins 

Amus'd themselves with sticking pins 
» 

And needles in the great man's breeches ; 
And how some vert/ little things. 

That pass'd for Lords, on scaffoldings 
Got up, and worried him with speeches. 

Alas, alas! that it should hap[)en 
To mighty men to be caught napping ! — 
Though different, too, these persecutions j 
For Gulliver, there, took the nap. 

While, here, the Nap, oh sad mishap. 

Is taken by the Lilliputians ' 

THE enh 

JPrintftS by T. Davhoq, 'WhitKrMiS T>oiidon, 








